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INTERNATIONAL JUNIOR SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
Darragh O Donoghue, TY, was one of just six people from Ireland to compete in the International
Junior Science Olympiad last December in the Netherlands. During the 10 day competition,
Darragh battled against over 300 students from 48 countries, and ultimately received a bronze
medal.
Having qualified for the Science Olympiad based on his impressive Junior Cert science and
maths results, Darragh won a silver medal at
national level, securing his place on the Irish
team for the International Junior Science
Olympiad.
In preparation for the event, Darragh also
got the opportunity to do a three day course
in DCU and work with professors there. Then,
as part of the competition, he was involved in
team experiments in Biology, Chemistry and
Physics as well as an individual multiple choice
exam and a test which saw him put the theory
he learned into practice. Congratulations
Darragh.

A CHAIRDE,

2018 marks the tercentenary of the birth of Venerable Nano Nagle, our
foundress and patron. In the mid-1700s Nano gave up her life of wealth
and privilege to ensure that the poor children of Cork had the chance to be
educated. Despite the penal laws, which forbade the education of
Catholics, Nano set about improving the futures of these poor children.
With admiration and respect for her work, we at Pres Milltown continue to live the values that
Nano demonstrated in her daily work; courage, compassion, respect, forgiveness, perseverance,
trust, faith and hope.
This school year has been marked by the introduction of Wellbeing through the new Junior
Cycle. Through our Presentation ethos and positive school culture we have long promoted a
holistic, inclusive and pastoral approach to education which nurtures our students’ spiritual,
emotional and physical health. We embrace with great enthusiasm the introduction of Wellbeing
as an intricate part of the new Junior Cycle and the valuable role it will play in enhancing the
daily lives of our students.
Thank you to our hard working and dedicated staff. Thank you for going above and beyond
the call of duty and for providing our students with amazing opportunities and experiences, as
well as fun and laughter in events such as the recent lip-sync battle and beautiful babies.
Thank you to all of our amazing students who continue to represent our school with excellence
and pride. From Milltown to Killary, from Dublin to The Netherlands, from Rome to Barcelona.
The hugely positive feedback we receive about your sense of responsibility and respect as well
as your courtesy and kindness is truly heart-warming.
Our wonderful Parents Association had a busy year and we would like to thank them for
their dedication to our school, their innovative ideas and their fundraising efforts. Their recent
Bingo night was a huge success and a great night’s fun. Their help and support for our Leaving
Certificate Graduation and other school events is greatly appreciated.
Our school community continues to thrive and flourish through the core values of CEIST and
the legacy of Nano Nagle. As the partnership between students, staff and parents continues
to develop and strengthen, we look forward to another successful school year with you all. On
behalf of the staff and Board of Management we wish our exam students well and we wish all
of our families a happy, safe and enjoyable summer.

Ms. Kerry Harkin (Principal)

GREEN SCHOOLS WATER ACTION DAY
In January the TY’s organised a Water Action Day
as part of the Green Schools Programme. It was part
of the schools effort towards getting our Water Green
flag. The 1st years took part in a water relay in the
courts throughout the day. The class was split into
groups of five or six and each group had the task of
taking a bucket full of water and carrying it through
an obstacle course. The group who completed the
course in the fastest time and conserved the most
amount of water won! Well done to the overall
winners 1J. And special thanks to Ciara, Saoirse and
Lillie who planned the day excellently! Pictured below
are our TY’s accepting our school’s 3rd Green Flag for
Water Conservation at a ceremony in Cork.
By Sarah O’Shea.

3RD YEAR WOODWORK PROJECTS
Our 3rd Year woodwork students proudly show their projects, the
product of many hours of planning, design and hard work.
The Design brief this year was based around Wellbeing as it
plays an important part in the life of a young person.
Students had to design and make an elegant artefact, enhanced
by the use of contrasting solid woods and should showcase a range
of handcraft skills and techniques. The artefact should be suitable
for display on a mantelpiece or shelf. Special thanks to Mr Evans for
his knowledge, encouragement and guidance.
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SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY
GIRLS & BOYS TEAMS
Kerry Schools Cross Country was held in the Demesne Killarney on
Thursday 18th January. All students that participated were fabulous on the day and really enjoyed the day out. Individual medals
were won by Anna Kerrisk (2G) 4th in the Junior Girls, Cian Spillane
(1R) 1st in the Minor Boys, Keith Evans (2R) 3rd in the Junior Boys,
Patrick Galvin (2K) 2nd in the Inter Boys & Gary Murphy (5H) 4th
In the Inter Boys & finally Killian Kerins (6H) 1st in the Senior Boys.

The ‘All Irelands’ were held on Saturday 10th March again in
Waterford I.T. Cian was up against the best runners in the Country
and came in 26th place in a field of 88 runners in a very competitive race. Well done to the all the runners on a great cross country
season and the teachers who were involved.

The ‘South Munsters’ were held on Friday 26th January in Cork
Tramore Valley Park. Again all athletes ran superbly well with Cian
Spillan winning the Minor Boys, Keith Evans was 6th in the Juniors,
and Patrick Galvin was 7th. Anna Kerrisk, Robyn O’Doherty and
Kitty O’Dowd also ran in the Junior Girls as a team an came in 8th
place.
The Munster Champs were held on Friday 23rd February in
Waterford I.T. Cian Spillane had a great race and came in 4th
place, qualifying for the All Irelands.

KERRY COLLEGES TRACK & FIELD –
CASTLEISLAND 1ST MAY 2018
Well done to all 24 who represented the school. We had a lovely
day out and the weather held off. Well done to Leo Healy, Anna
Kerrisk & Gary Murphy who all too part in the 100m finals.Also to
our two medallists – Cian Spillane who won the 300m/ 1500m in
the Minor Boys and to Sam Griffin who came 2nd in the Junior Boys
Long Jump.
Cian Spillane and Sam Griffin, 1st Year, had great success at the
South Munster Track and Field event which took place in May at
Cork IT. Cian won the 800m in a time of 2.18.27. Well done to all
our runners who represented the school in various athletics events
during the year.
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YEAR SCHOOL TOUR

At 2:00 a.m on Wednesday the 2nd of May an enthusiastic
group of second years and teachers boarded a bus just outside the
School gate. The bus would take us to Cork airport for our flight
to Barcelona. On the two hour journey most of us tried to sleep
but I think the excitement of the days ahead was just too much!
In cork we had to wait for a few hours for our flight which took
approximately 2 hours and 20 minutes. We had a fantastic first
day in Barcelona, visiting Las Ramblas, the Cosmo Caixa science
museum and the shopping centres.
We then had a 2 hour bus drive down to Salou to our hotel, the
Medplaya Calypso. The next morning we were so excited as we had
only a few minutes of a bus drive to Port Aventura theme park.
We had great fun here and the roller-coasters and other rides were
massive, that unfortunately meant the queues were also massive,
but we didn’t mind! After this we had time to spend in the pool
before heading back at our hotel. The dinner and breakfast in the
hotel had a lot of Spanish food in it, luckily our Spanish teachers
had us well prepared for the typical food we would be sampling.

The next morning we checked out of the hotel and had another 2
hour drive back to Barcelona where we got a guided tour of the city
from our guide, Alexandra. This tour included the hill of Montjuïc
and the Cathedral La Sagrada Família among many other attractions. We then had a 2 hour self-guided tour of the Nou Camp. This
was most interesting and enjoyable especially for the soccer fans
among us.
We then made our way to the airport for our flight back to
Dublin. After a 4 and a half hour bus journey we all arrived back
in Milltown safe and sound, so tired but also so happy for the
fabulous experience we had and the wonderful memories we had
created. A huge thanks to our teachers Mr. Curtin, Ms. O’Donnell,
Ms. O’Shea, Ms. Mulchinock, Mr. O’Grady and Ms. O’Connor for
making it such a memorable trip.
Cathal Daly 2R
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THE ALL IRELAND LINGUISTICS OLYMPIAD (AILO)
Over 40 students took part in the
school round of the All-Ireland Linguistics
Olympiad this year which was organised
by Ms. O’Brien. The All Ireland Linguistics
Olympiad (AILO) is a contest in which
students develop their own strategies for
solving problems in fascinating languages
from around the globe.
Students must use their ingenuity to
solve Puzzles such as deciphering Egyptian
hieroglyphics, decoding numerical spy
codes, and interpreting ancient Mayan
poetry.
The first round of the competition took
place in school at the end of January. Katie
O’Brien (2H) qualified for the National Final
which took place in DIT Grangegorman in
Dublin on Tuesday 13th March. Well done
Katie! We look forward to more exciting
linguistic challenges next year!

1ST & 2ND YEAR GIRLS BASKETBALL
We started off our second year basketball campaign against Scoil Phobail Sliabh
Luachra ,Rathmore in our own hall here in
the school. We played in the ‘A’ league this
year so it was fantastic to play at the highest
level in schools basketball against the top
teams. We got off to a good start and
played well until the fourth quarter where
they pulled away and won by a single point.
Our second game was against the Crescent
Comprehensive in Limerick. Unfortunately
the team had to pull out and conceded the
game to us. Our next game was against our
local rivals Presentation Killarney. It was a

competitive game however unfortunately
it wasn’t to be on the day .Thanks to Ms
E O Connor for coaching us all year. Katie
Brosnan and Katie Joy
1st Years & Cadets Teams were playing
in the A Division for the first time. They had
matches verses Rathmore, Pres Killarney,
Castleisland CC & The Crescent Comp
Limerick. They gave a great account of
themselves and had some very close
matches. The first years won their game
easily v The Crescent Comp which was a
great confidence builder for next year’s
games.
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JUVENES
TRANSLATORES
This year we were fortunate enough to
have the opportunity to take part in the
Juvenes Translatores (Latin for ‘young translators’) translation contest organised by the
European Commission. The competition is
organised annually by the Commission and
twelve Irish schools are selected to take
part each year. The aim of the contest is to
promote language learning in school and
give young people a taste of what it is like
to be a translator.
Four senior students took part in the
competition this year; Karolina Data (6G)
chose to translate from Polish to English,
Grace Foley (6R) translated from Spanish
to English, while Brice Dourieu (5R) and
Fionn Nideggar (5H) translated from
French to English. The contest took place
on November 23rd in Presentation Milltown
and at the same time in all selected schools
across the EU. It was a wonderful experience for all of those involved.

SCHOOL MISSION
STATEMENT
Our school is Catholic school which aspires to
the development of all its members, according
to Christian principles. Every effort is made to
ensure that each student develops according
to his/her talents and potential: physically,
spiritually, emotionally and intellectually. We
aim to develop fully integrated people who
are aware of their own dignity as persons; who
have Christian values, who are reliable, trustworthy, honest, truthful, caring, and prayerful,
devoted to duty, lovers of God and of neighbour; people who are prepared to reach out to
those less fortunate than themselves.

TY TOUR TO ITALY 2018

This year, the Transition Year students
were given an amazing opportunity to go
to Rome. Everyone was so excited to go
see the beautiful scenery and fantastic
architecture as well as three nights of
freedom from parents and fun with friends.
We left early Tuesday morning but were
hyper despite the early hour. Our flight felt
long as we waited to arrive at our holiday
destination. On Tuesday, we visited the old
city of Pompeii and marvelled at its history,
tragedy and culture. Our tour guide went
into great detail about Pompeii before and
after the terrible volcanic eruption. We
returned to our hotel for our evening meal
of Italian pasta, fruit and cake.
On Wednesday, we drove down the
famous Amalfi Coast and ate gelato in the
quaint town of Amalfi. The views were spectacular and the weather was sunny and

warm. Then we drove to Mount Vesuvius
and climbed up to the top. The views were
also amazing here and many spotted to
take photos along the way. In the evening
we retired to Hotel Corollo in Rome for a
lovely meal of pasta, chicken and chocolate
mousse.

Basilica. The amazing artwork and design
that went into these famous buildings is
phenomenal. We also climbed up 231 steps
to reach the top of the Dome but it was
worth it as the view was spectacular. Then,
unfortunately, it was time to return to cold,
rainy Ireland.

On Thursday we went to Rome itself and
visited many of the tourist attractions. We
were mesmerised by the scale and beauty
of the Colosseum and visited beautiful
churches and the National monument of
Italy. Then we ate gelato at the famous
Trevi Fountain. In the evening we went to
restaurant REBasilica for a meal of pizza or
mozzarella with tomato, cake and fruit. We
finished the evening with a fun but competitive game of bowling.

Rome was one of the best trips I’ve been
on and was highly enjoyable. It was cultural
and educational as well as fun and exciting.
It was great to enjoy this trip with such a
great class and great teachers. Thanks
to Ms Barrett and Mr Ryan for taking us
on this amazing trip. I’d recommend this
great trip to everyone of all ages as it’s a
great holiday to enjoy with family and close
friends and unforgettable experiences.

On Friday, we were mesmerised at the
wonders of the Sistine Chapel and St Peters

Fiona McDonald.
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BT YOUNG SCIENTIST
On the 12th of January, Our Transition Year class went to the BT
Young Scientist Exhibition in the RDS Dublin. We left the school at
6.30am and drove straight up. When we arrived it was very cold.
We walked into the RDS, arranged a meeting point and then we
were allowed in.
The main hall was full of different projects. They all looked really
good. Different schools from around the country put a lot of work
into their projects. One project that I found interesting was on

which way a dog faced when they go to the toilet. After looking
around at most of the projects, I then went to a live robot show.
The show was amazing. We got to see the robots fight against
each other which was really cool.
Then we had lunch. After, we went looking around different stalls.
We collected a lot of free stuff like pens, pencils, rulers, notepads
etc. I also tried out a few games and activities that were there
which was good fun. At the RTÉ Junior stand, a man was holding a
huge snake. He was allowing people to touch it and put it around
their neck.
After that I went to a Magic science show. It was really good. We
were shown different tricks like solving a rubix cube behind his back,
tricking our minds into thinking different things and also levitation.
At 3.00pm it was time to leave. We took a group photo outside
the building. Then we left for the bus and drove home. I really
enjoyed my time at the BT Young Scientist Exhibition. I would definitely go back to see it again 
Anna O’Connor

TY VARIETY SHOW
On Thursday the 29th of March at 7.30 the Transition Year
Variety Show took place. My class ‘1K’ performed a sketch called
‘Up for the match’. It featured well known TV presenters such as Des
Cahill, Joeanne Cantwell and Síle Seoige as well as a wide range of
special guests from Paul Galvin to Conor McGregor to discuss the
upcoming All Ireland Final between arch rivals Mayo and Kerry. We
all gathered at the school at approximately seven and got a bus
down to the community hall. We all enjoyed our time on the stage
and after the performance we sang ‘When I play for the County’ by
the ‘Two Johnnies’. The night was excellent and we really enjoyed it
and we went back to the school bursting with pride. Thanks Ms E O
Connor for all her help. Peadar Whelan.
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MOTIVATIONAL TALK

SOCIAL MEDIA
SIGN OUT

Many thanks to Gerry Hussey who gave a truly thought provoking
and inspirational talk to our 2nd, 3rd, 5th & 6th Years on Wed. 7th
March.

“Disconnecting from our technology to reconnect with ourselves
is absolutely essential.” Arianna Huffington.

Gerry is passionately committed to building human capacity
and excels in creating dynamic, innovative and high performing
organisational culture that grows its people to achieve excellence
in performance and leadership.

Well done to the third year students who signed out of their
social media accounts for 24 hours last Wednesday 7th March to
raise money for Trócaire. Cards and board games provided some
technology free entertainment during their SPHE class.

I WISH CORK

BADMINTON

On the 25th of January, the girls in Transition Year and some
students from 5th year went to Cork City Hall to see the I Wish
initiative. We left the school at 8.30am. We arrived at 10.15am. We
got given a free bag and a free bag and a booklet all about STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Maths.) We were let into
the main Hall at 11.00am. First we were shown a video about the
work of STEM. Then Sinead Kennedy came on stage and presented
the different speakers. All the speakers were really interesting. They
were really encouraging us to study technology in college as not
many girls are in the technology side. After listening to the different
speakers, everyone got divided into groups then we made our way
into the stands. We followed our leader around to a few stands and
then had half an hour to look around for ourselves. On the I Wish
app there was a challenge so I went around with my friends to the
different stalls to complete the challenge. At 1.30pm we left Cork
City Hall and made our way back home. The day way was really
enjoyable. Thanks Ms. Sealy for bringing us. 
Anna O’Connor

Kerry
Schools
Badminton Girls &
Boys
tournament
was held in January.
Well done to both
the Boys Under 19
team -Niall O’Brien,
Oisin Quirke, Paudie
Horgan
&
Dara
Smith)- and the Girls
Under 16’s team
runners-up —Adele
O’Brien,
Caoimhe
Burke,
Amanda
Flynn & Caoimhe
O’Donoghue
-on
representing
the
school.
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ART IN OUR SCHOOL
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TRIP TO DCU

On Tuesday 13th March, Leah Clarke, Tiarna Sheehan and I left
on the early train for Dublin from Killarney. We were going to DCU
to attend the CEIST Leadership conference. We arrived at DCU at
around nine o’clock, where we were greeted by volunteers. They

helped us find our way and gave us all a wristband. Then we went
to a lecture hall where we were welcomed by the head of CEIST,
the archbishop of DCU and president of DCU. Then we were introduced to the man in charge of organising The World Meeting of
Families which is taking place in Dublin in August. This meeting is
a large gathering of people from all over the globe in the one place
to celebrate. He told us everything about this large community
gathering and all the preparation involved.
After the lecture, we were told to go to certain rooms based on
our wristbands. In our room we listened to a talk about how other
schools show leadership. At around one o’clock we had lunch in the
cafeteria.
In the evening we went to DCU church and Father Philip told us
his story about how he was an ex soccer player for Man United
and Norwich and what made him become a priest. The conference finished at 3 o’clock and we were given an hour to browse
the shops. We got the 5 o’clock train back to Kerry after a busy but
enjoyable day.
By Paudie Horgan.

IN RESIDENCE
Writer in Residence with Kerry County Council, Anne Marie Ní
Churreáin, and filmmaker Miele Vanmechelen visited the Transition
Year class during the year. Students got an opportunity to study
poetry and film techniques and it was very enjoyable.
By Anna O’Connor

MENTORING
Thank you to Dr Feargal Ryan, former student, who spoke to our
sixth year students about his journey since leaving school and the
vast range of opportunities that studying Science can offer. Feargal
is currently a researcher with UCCs APC Microbiome Institute.
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AN GHAEILGE SA SCOIL

Eagraíodh turas treoraithe lae anuraidh siar go Chorca
Dhuibhne, an Ghaeltacht atá in aice linn. Mise a rá leat go raibh
an bus lán agus atmásfear leicteach ann nuair a d’fhágamar
an scoil go luath maidin Dé hAoine. Mholfainn do gach duine
tréimhse a chaitheamh sa Ghaeltacht. Bhí lá den scoth again.
Chonaiceamar Trá Chomeonole agus Cill Mhic Eidhir. Stopamar in
Ionad na Blaoscaide Mhóir, áit ina raibh céilí beomhar bríomhar
againn. Chun an fhírinne a rá, bhaineamar fíorthaitneamh as an
lá. Buíochas le Iníon Ní Shítigh and Iníon Ní Churráin. Winnie Li

Cheiliúramar Seachtain na Gaeilge freisin. Bhí alán imeachtaí ag
tarlú ar fud na scoile. Eagraíodh Tráth na gCeist sa Chéad Bhliain,
bhí taispeántas ealaíne timpeall na scoile chomh maith le ceardlann Rince Gaelach agus seisiún ceoil am lóin. Buíochas leis na
múinteoirí as ucht a n-iarrachtaí.
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THIRD YEAR

SECOND YEAR

FIRST YEAR

STUDENTS 2018

FIFTH YEAR

TRANSITION YEAR

CAMILLE

This year we were extremely fortunate
in the French department as we had the
pleasure of having Camille Roudaut, our
French language assistant, in our French
classes. The language games and activities
that Camille prepared for all our classes were
amazing, fun and educational all in one! Her
passion for her own culture and language was
evident when she spoke about her country
and in particular her home town of Grenoble.
Camille’s talents were endless, from
encouraging a love of the language in the

first years to successfully helping the Leaving
Certs get through their all-important French
oral. Camille was always willing to assist with
furthering our French students’ knowledge of
French language and culture whenever the
opportunity arose.

Camille also set up links with a school in
Aurillac whereby our students now have
penpals with whom they have been corresponding “en français”. This is a wonderful
opportunity to be able to use their language
in real life situations.

In transition year, we were lucky to have
the time to explore many different areas and
Camille prepared a “cyber rally” of Grenoble
where we had to research the language,
culture, traditions, politics, geography etc
of the area in order to be able to be able to
progress through the game. For Halloween,
we prepared a topical class with scary vocabulary, songs and grammar and taught it to a
first year group. This proved to be really fun.

Students enjoyed the “French Culture
Quiz” where she prepared a quiz for the TY
students from geography to politics, food to
festivals. The TY’s decided to get their own
back by giving Camille an Irish quiz, however
the pronunciation of the highest mountain in
Ireland proved a little tricky for her!

A first for Presentation Milltown was the All
French school magazine which was published
at Christmas. This included everything from
recipes to jokes, useful websites to French
traditions etc. This was distributed to all
French students and made for very enjoyable
reading.

Whatever the occasion we were treated to
delicious French food baked by Camille truffles, “quatre quarts” gateau, “gallette des rois”,
crêpes etc. We loved to see Camille coming
into the staff room with bags of a morning as
we knew we were in for a culinary treat! She
will be missed by all. A special “merci mille
fois” from the French department, Ms. Cronin,
Ms. O’Connor-Foley and Ms. Daly.

FRENCH THEATRE
On Friday morning March 16th we were pleasantly entertained
by the talented actors from “La Troupe” along with our eager and
budding amateur actors and actresses from our first to sixth year
French classes.
The senior play “Le Texte Perdu”-unfolded much drama in a tale
about a missing script. While the junior play enthralled us with an
unusual yet hilarious tale of “La Visite” – a visit from the Minister
to their Drama School.
These 2 plays have been written to be enjoyed, the emphasis
being on fun and on ‘learning by doing’ by skilfully including many
of the topics required for Oral and Aural examinations, they are
excellent for re-enforcement and revision of classroom work.

very proud of each individual contribution. Luckily, there was lots of
general audience participation to ensure students gain confidence
in their ability to communicate with native French speakers. To all
our French students we say “Merci beaucoup pour votre participation!” and we look forward to next year again.

Also included are small parts for our students to raise to the challenge and get a taste for theatre and drama, which they each individually handled with great aplomb. We, as French teachers, were

Ms. A. Cronin on behalf of the French Department.

THE FRENCH LUNCH
Every Friday lunch, the room 7 – or sometimes the kitchen (thanks
to Ms. Costello!) – was opened for the students who wanted to
learn a bit about French culture.
We played games, we baked cakes, we crafted “poissons d’avril”
(“april fishes”) and “muguet du premier mai” (1st of May lillies),
we watched movies too and we even created a French playlist on
Spotify.
The first and second students attending the French Lunch weren’t
all French learners so it was really a time of cultural exchange. I
hope all the students involved had a great time. Thanks to them
all for coming!
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STUDENT COUNCIL
During November, the Student Council elections took place. The
2nd -6th years voted on who they would like to represent them on
the Student Council. The following students were elected. Cathal
Daly and Anthony Barrett (2nd Yr), Conn Fleming and Colm Talbot
(3rd Yr), Archie Galway and Sarah O Shea (TY), Leah Clarke and
Joseph Courtney(5th Yr), Niamh Quirke and Amy Kennedy (6th Yr).
A meeting was held where members voted to elect the following
students to the management of our Student Council: Conn Fleming
(Chairperson), Anthony Barrett (Vice Chairperson), Amy Kennedy
(Secretary) and Archie Galway (Treasurer).
The Student Council began their year in office by sending four
representatives to attend the Comhairle na nÓg AGM last October
at the Rose Hotel in Tralee. The core programme of Comhairle na
nÓg centres on young people identifying and prioritising topics
important to them. Members of Comhairle na nÓg then try to influence local decision makers to achieve their desired outcome. This
was quickly followed by a Halloween fancy dress and non uniform
day to raise money for The Christina Noble Children’s Foundation,
the charity which the council members selected to support this
year. The student council raised a total of €687 for the street children of Vietnam and Mongolia. The council also dealt with various
student concerns during their time in office. The student council
also surveyed student eating habits during the course of the school
day in an effort to further promote healthy eating options. Our
final project of the school year was a fund raising non uniform day,
when we collected just under €900 to assist our past pupils –Cathal
Talbot, Eoin O Brien & Tomás Hayes to participate in an elephant
conservation project in Namibia this summer. The student council
would like to thank all those who have supported our fundraising
projects throughout the school year. We also would like to thank
Ms Kelly for her encouragement and guidance throughout the year.

1ST YEAR GIRLS FOOTBALL

We were very lucky this year to be involved in two competitions; the
‘1st Year Munster Blitz’ and the ‘Presentation Cup’. On Wednesday the
2nd of May bright and early we set off for Mallow GAA Complex for our
blitz. Our two trainers divided the teams evenly and each took a team
for the day. Team 1 reached the semi –final and Team 2 were unlucky
to lose the final on the day. Everyone really enjoyed the day and it was
fantastic to play against schools from all over Munster.
The big competition for us this year was the ‘Presentation Cup’,
where we played against other Presentation schools in Kerry. We got
off to a great start in the campaign beating Presentation Castleisland,
Presentation Killarney and Presentation Listowel. As we had won all our
games we qualified for the ‘A’ Final against Presentation Killarney on the
17th of May. We tried our best in the final but unfortunately it wasn’t
meant to be on the day and lost the game by two points.

TEAM BUILDING

Thanks to our coaches Ms Matthews, Ms E O Connor and Ms Dennehy
for training and accompanying us to the games all year.

1st Yr students
enjoying the
Climbing Wall in
Dingle & the TY
organised 1st Year
Sports Day.

SENIOR GIRLS FOOTBALL
On Tuesday the 5th of December our senior girls team played Ursuline
Thurles in the school’s Munster Quarter Final. The game was played in
Charleville Co Cork. Our girls displayed a great
level of skill and teamwork but unfortunately we
were unlucky on the day and Thurles just had
the upper hand. Ella Teahan, Meadhbh Rochford
and Caoimhe Evans gave outstanding performances on the day. This was Ciara Murphy,
Caoimhe Evans and Orla Moynihan’s last game
wearing the Milltown Pres jersey, they were a
great asset to our team. We wish the girls the
best of luck in their leaving cert and all their
future endeavours. We would also like to thank
Ms. O Shea and Ms. Daly for training us.
Mairéad Lehane , 5th year
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1 YEAR BOYS’ FOOTBALL
ST

Mr. Turlough Bonner took charge of the
1st Year Boys’ team and they had a very
successful year. Mr. P.J. Reidy (County Board
Coaching Officer) and Tadgh McCarthy
(former pupil of the school) took coaching
sessions on Tuesdays throughout the year

and the lads made great progress under
their guidance. An inter class blitz was run
off in preparation for the Spring Colleges
competition. For this, we were pitted
against Intermediate School Killorglin and
Pobal Scoil Corca Dhuibhne in Division 1

UNDER 15
So near and yet so far could be the story
of this team for 2017-2018. First out in the
Munster competition, a string of victories
saw us reaching the last 4 in a competition involving over 30 schools. We played
Bantry in late September and beat them in
a great game of football by 5 points 3-11
to 2-9. We had an easy victory in the next
round against Lismore from Waterford and
this set us up for the South Munster semifinal against Blarney in early November.
We did not get the test we expected from
these lads and in hindsight this possibly
cost us in the longterm. The final score was
Pres. Milltown 9-14 to Blarney’s 2-4.
We faced De La Salle from Waterford
in the Final and what a cracker this was.
Played in Mallow on Nov. 21st this resulted
in a heartbreaking 3 point defeat 2-11 to
0-14. Our boys played their hearts out but
simply couldn’t get the equalising score in

a frantic finish. Mr. John Curtin did Trojan
work with this group before Christmas, ably
assisted by Mr. Ray O’Sullivan. Their efforts
deserved some silverware. Furthermore,
De la Salle went on to win the Munster final
rather easily!
In Kerry competitions, we were graded
in the A division of the Russell Cup for
the first time in 10 years. Drawn against
Mounthawk and CBS The Green both
games, played in Tralee, resulted in 3 point
defeats. Not having the benefit of a home
game told against us against The Green
as we had to concede venue due to bad
weather. These lads played lovely football
all year and it would have been nice for
their schoolmates to see their efforts in the
school jersey.
Well done to all the lads involved. We
expect you all to have great times in the
school jersey in the future.
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of the county. We won both games and
were delighted to be pitted against CBS
The Green in the semi-final. (Incidentally,
our first years created history in being the
first school team to play in the new centre
of excellence in Currans during their defeat
of Pobal Scoil).
The semi-final turned out to be a
humdinger of a contest between two very
evenly matched teams. Despite leading
for periods of the game we found ourselves
chasing a 1 point deficit during the last 2
minutes. Despite numerous chances we
were unable to find an equaliser and were
defeated on a very narrow scoreline. Well
done to all the lads on this panel. We know
you all have a bright footballing future
ahead. Thanks to Mr. O’Grady who helped
out with this team during competitions.

UNDER 16.5
Managed by Mr. Dan Mckenna and Mr.
Padraig Murphy, this team captured the Joe
O’Connor Cup after a 10 year wait. We
disposed of St. Pat’s Castleisland in the
quarter-final and beat Coláiste na Sceilige
in the semi-final (played in Glenbeigh ) by
7 points. Without ever hitting top gar we
were pitted against Ballybunion in the final.

PRES. MILLTOWN V BALLYBUNION • JOE O CONNOR FINAL • 23/11/2017
A tight and exciting Joe O’Connor Cup
Final was played on Thursday in Ballyrickard
between St. Joseph’s Ballybunion and
Presentation Milltown. Pres Milltown repelled
a few early Ballybunion attacks and aided
by the breeze scored points through Cian
Doe, Killian Murphy (2) and Sean Hogan.
Ballybunion responded with Jack Kennelly and
Eric Daly at times looking likely to run riot in
their forward line. Kennelly with 3 points and
Daly with 1 left the game on a knife edge
approaching halftime. Cian Doe and Darragh
Brosnan kicked 2 good points to give Milltown
a precarious 2 point lead approaching the
short whistle (having played with the breeze in
the first half). Almost on the stroke of halftime Sean Hogan, now at full forward for the
mid-Kerry side fielded a high ball on the edge
of the Ballybunion square and sent the ball to
the net via the crossbar. It was a goal which
gave Milltown a rather flattering 5 point lead,
despite Ballybunion having played a lot of the
best football in the first half. Halftime Pres
Milltown 1-6, St. Joseph’s Ballybunion 0-4.
Ballybunion started the second half in determined fashion and had rattled over 4 points in
the first 10 minutes through Kennelly (2), James
Donegan and Barry O’Neill. Milltown lifted the
siege with a Killian Murphy point to lead by 2
at the midway point in the second half. Sean
Corcoran, Milltown’s outstanding centre back,
was black carded rather harshly for a tackle on
Eric Daly and at this stage Ballybunion were
sensing that momentum was shifting in their
favour. With Kennelly converting the free there
was 1 point in the game entering the last 12
minutes of normal time. Pres Milltown showed

SENIORS

Managed by Mr. Padraig Murphy and Mr.
O Grady, our seniors had a positive year as
a whole despite a couple of tough losses by
the narrowest of margins in both our Kerry
and Munster campaigns. Our first outing of
the year in our Kerry campaign was against
a strong St. Pats side from Castleisland. Our
seniors performed well on the day and were
unlucky to lose by an injury time point. Still,
all was not lost as the group format meant
that a positive result against Abbeyfeale
meant we would progress. Our seniors rose
to the occasion on the day and propelled us
into the knockout stages.
In the first round of the Munster B
competition we came up against a highly

great character at this juncture to repel a determined Ballybunion team who were attacking
in droves. Gary Murphy, Liam Smith and John
Dennehy broke up numerous attacks and
young Keith Evans was outstanding in linking
defence and attack. Killian Murphy applied the
finish to 2 breakaway Milltown attacks giving
them a 3 point lead with time running out for
Ballybunion.

Goalie Sean Langford along with Liam
Smith, Sean Corcoran, Killian and Gary Murphy,
Keith Evans and John Dennehy were the pick
of a Milltown team who ground out this result
against a tigerish Ballybunion side who, to
their credit, fought to the bitter end.

Ballybunion, to their credit, urged on by
their supporters drove at pace at the Milltown
defence but were unable to force an equalizing
goal. One final Ballybunion attack resulted
in a blistering shot from Sean McGrath which
looked destined for the roof of the Milltown
net. Sean Langford, who had been impressive
throughout for Milltown, pulled off a save
which drew gasps from supporters on both
sides.

Presentation Milltown, Winners of The Joe
O’Connor Cup Thursday 23rd November.

Shortly after referee Gordon Kerins blew
the final whistle leaving the final score Pres.
Milltown 1-9, St. Joseph’s Ballybunion 0-10.
1. Sean Langford (Keel)
2. Liam Clifford (Keel)
3. Patrick O’Connor (Firies)
4. Seamus Nagle (Milltown/Castlemaine)
5. Liam Smith (Glenbeigh/Glencar)
6. Sean Corcoran (Keel)
7. Colm Talbot (Fossa)
8. Darragh O’Dowd (Keel)
9. Gary Murphy (Keel)
10. Keith Evans (Keel)
11. Darragh Brosnan (Firies)
12. Sean Hogan (Milltown/Castlemaine)
13. Cian Doe (Firies)
14. Killian Murphy (Keel)
15. John Dennehy (Milltown/Castlemaine)
16. Jack Coffey (Beaufort)

fancied Mitchelstown CBS. In a keenly
fought contest throughout that ebbed and
flowed, unfortunately we did not get the
rub of the green on the day and bowed out
by the smallest margin. It was a tough loss
to take after such a brave performance.
Mitchelstown went on to reach the final
where they were on the losing side to a
highly rated Pobalscoil Inbhear Sceine
Kenmare team.
This left us with a Moynihan cup semifinal against Kenmare. Again, it was a
positive performance from our seniors on
the day but we fell short again by a single
point. A thrilling recovery from a 7 point
halftime deficit saw us draw level with
time up. Kenmare with one of their rare
second half attacks grabbed the winner
in injury time. With some confusion as to
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Scorers: Pres. Milltown: Killian Murphy
0-5, Sean Hogan 1-1, Cian Doe 0-2, Darragh
Brosnan 0-1.

After Christmas we were dumped out of
Munster Competition (Bobby Buckley Cup)
in the first round. This defeat to Ballincollig
Community School by 1 point was a bitter pill
to swallow as we were last year’s winners of
this competition. However, the Joe O’Connor
Cup nestling in the trophy cabinet is a constant
reminder of the good days this group have had
together.

17. Conn Fleming (Kilcummin)
18. Diarmuid Kelliher (Keel)
19. Sean Kissane (Beaufort)
20. Colin O’Sullivan (Listry)
21. Jack Walsh (Listry)
22. Cathal Barrett (Milltown/Castlemaine)
23. Eoin O’Donnell (Listry)
24. Oisin Cronin (Beaufort)
25. David Murphy (Milltown/Castlemaine)
26. Aaron O’ Shea (Listry)
27. Anthony Kelliher (M’town/C)
28. Dean Cahill (Laune Rangers)
29. Dylan Moriarty (Keel)
30. Naoise Buckley (Fossa)
Subs: Anthony Kelliher for Colm Talbot, Jack Walsh
for Sean Corcoran, Aaron O’ Shea for Liam Clifford.

whether the game was a draw or a 1 point
win for Kenmare we trooped home…out of
all competitions having lost 3 games by 1
point.
Overall, it was a positive year for our
relatively young senior team. These experiences should stand them in good stead
to progress further next year and with the
talent available for selection, we may have
big things to look forward to.
Lunch time League: There was a highly
entertaining school league taking place in
the field behind the school. 6 teams were
battling it out in some highly entertaining
contests. Much of the entertainment was
provided by the Managers who are taking
their roles very seriously indeed!

HEAD TO TOE IN MUD AT KILLARY

Our Transition Year class went to Killary
Adventure Centre in Galway, on the 30th of
August for three days. We went to try out
new activities but mainly to get to know our
new classmates. We left the school early
and headed on our four hour drive. The
scenery was beautiful in Connemara. When
we arrived, we went straight into activities.
My group did the Killary Challenge and

archery first. In the evening we went down
to the beach, did some more challenges
and sang some songs. The next day, all
the class did the Turf Challenge, which was
different challenges involving mud.
It got very muddy but was exhilarating.
We did cliff jumping, gorge walking and had
fun on a mini waterpark. That evening, we

went inside a big dome and played dodge
ball and crab soccer. The last day, we went
rock climbing and on a giant swing. They
were both really enjoyable. We then left
Killary and drove back home. I had a really
good time in Killary as it was so much fun.
It will definitely be a trip to remember.

SINA

This
year
the
German Department
was delighted to
welcome Sina Ruck, a
language assistant, to
Presentation Milltown.
Sina comes from Bad
Mergentheim, Baden
Württemberg
in
Southwest Germany.
She worked with all
the German language
classes from First Year
to Leaving Certificate.

We very much appreciate and value the time Sina spent with us
and hope to see her again in Milltown sometime soon.
´Was glänzt ist für den Augenblick geboren,
Das Echte bleibt der Nachwelt unverloren.´
Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe
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Sina was enthusiastic, knowledgeable and engaging. Over eight
months she enriched the learning experience of all the students of
German in the school. She provided valuable insights into the way
of life in Germany. We learnt about the German education system,
Karneval, tasted Plätzchen and Marmokuchen, listened to German
music and practised our tongue twisters among many other things.
Sina also did tremendous work with the Leaving Certificate
students. She boosted their confidence and helped them to see
German as a living language rather than as a “school” language.
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6TH YEAR
BIOLOGY FIELDTRIP

CORK ON ICE

On the 25th September, the 6th year Biology students set off on
their Ecology fieldtrip. Ms Sealy’s class went to Killarney National
Park while Mr O’ Sullivan and Mr Maguire’s classes went to the
Tralee Bay Wetlands. We arrived at the wetlands at half 11 and
were split into two groups. First, we carried out a survey on the
animals in the habitat. Using keys to identify different invertebrates caught in a pitfall trap. Afterwards we were shown a bank
vole and wood mouse, two mice species living in the wetlands. We
learned how each species adapted to their environment, wood
mice are two-toned in order to camouflage themselves from predators. After lunch, we did a quantitative survey of plants growing in
the wetlands, by walking through marsh we carried out a line transect over 10 metres of the habitat. Again, using keys we identified
the plant species touching the line at each .5 metre interval. We
also used quadrats to figure out the percentage cover of various
plant species, including hard rush, soft rush and red fescue. Overall,
it was a very enjoyable day trip and we learned a lot of useful
information.

Here are some ice skating tips! Wear light clothes, find skates
that fit properly and don’t look down!
The fifth years and TY’s went to Cork on Ice in Mahon Point
shopping centre on Friday the 1st of December. We were accompanied by Ms.Kerfoot, who organised the trip along with Mr.Murphy,
Mr.Curtain and Ms.O’Conner. Ms.Kerfoot was the only teacher
brave enough to showcase her skating skills. There were no casualties on the day but one or two of us certainly decided to test the
strength of the ice with multiple falls! After the ice skating, we had
an hour in Mahon Point shopping centre to get a bite to eat and do
some shopping, if time allowed. Thank you to all the teachers who
accompanied us on this trip.

Sinead O’ Donnell

Sean Hogan

POLYTUNNEL
This year both 5th year ag. Science classes under the direction
of Mr. O’Sullivan and Mr. McKenna planted vegetables in the
new polytunnel. Ms. O’Donnell’s Transition years made use of the
facility also. There
was a healthy rivalry
between all 3 groups
in preparing and
planting their plots.
We look forward to
the fruits of your
labour during the
summer!
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Literature week proved to be yet again
an exciting and eventful week in the
calendar year of Pres. Milltown. Various
fun events happened and competitions
were carried out. There was something for
everyone to get involved in and enjoy. A
creative writing competition on the theme
of ‘Spring’ was well supported with 1st and
2nd Years showing off their creative talents.
Congratulations to the winner of the poetry
Alice Casey 1J and our story competition
winner Bríd Anne Evans ( 2R ). Our 5th Years
took part in a ‘blackout poetry’ competition which was both creative and challenging . Congratulations to Laura Benson
, our overall winner. Our 1st and 2nd Years
were busy designing posters to promote
literacy and reading in our school. Even
our art teacher, Ms O Connor, got involved
stepping in as judge! Well done to
Syanne O Dowd.

The learning of key words in every words
in every subject is embedded in our literacy
policy. All our 1st years got a chance to
show off their ability to spell these words
in our annual keywords Spelling Bee. This
was run during English class time and
the final was held with all the 1st years in
the library on the Friday. Out two finalists
from each group battled it out successfully
spelling some extremely challenging words.
Congrats to our overall winner was Áine
Foley (1R). In the spirit of Literature Week,
our staff joined in the fun. Ten teachers
kindly offered to take a picture of the book
that they were currently reading and we ran
a competition called’ Match the Teacher to
the Book’. The event caused great excitement and our overall winner was Aislinn
O Donovan. Well done. Our annual Fiction
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Fashion Parade was very well supported by
1st and 2nd years who were asked to dress
up as their favourite film or novel character.
We had superheroes and not so super
heroes, fairy tale princes and princesses,
characters from the past and even some
from the future and a few Kerry jerseys for
good measure. All were welcomed and your
participation was very much appreciated.
Despite tough competition, the following
winners were announced- Snow White
(Group, 1st Yr), Harry Potter aka Tristan
O’Leary (Individual prize), Peaky Blinders
(Group ,2nd Yr) Warhorse (Individual).
There were many special mentions
including a Clapometer Award won by
Justin Astillero. Congratulations to all
who took part, to the English teachers,
Ms Mulchinock, Ms Daly and all the
English department who organised
the event, our MC extraordinaire, Mr
O Sullivan ,our Judges Ms Hayes &
Ms Matthews and to Mr Bonner who
provided the music.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNER
OF THE SPELLING BEE, ÁINE FOLEY

ST. VALENTINE’S DAY
POETRY COMPETITION
Congratulations to the winners of the Valentine’s Day Poetry
Competition, Sophie O’ Connor, Andy Rogers and Katie O’ Leary.
Well done to all the First years who participated in the event.

COASTEERING
On the 27th of October our transition year class went coasteering
in Causeway, as part of our science class. The drive was an hour
long. When we got there, we were given wet suits, helmets and life
jackets. The water was freezing when we first got in but then it
slowly began to warm up. We swam in the cold water through a
cave and got out on a piece of coastal rock. Then nearly everyone
began to do some cliff jumping. It began low but got higher each
time. Then we swam into a cave. Lilly sang a song and we could
hear her echo. Then we did some more cliff jumping. We then
swam back towards the pier. It was a really enjoyable day and I am
so glad I participated in the activity. Thank you Ms. O’Donnell and
Mr. Curtin for bringing us on this exciting trip.  By: Anna O’Connor

FIRST YEARS GO TO
CORK POPS!

MEMORY MAKERS
In preparation for their Graduation Mass, 6th Year students and
their teachers took part in a Memory Morning. There was plenty of
tea, talk, biscuits and bitter sweet memories of their years in Pres.
Milltown.

On the 9th of November the first years went on a trip to Cork city
to see the Cork pops orchestra perform. This is Frances O Connor’s
take on the day!
On Thursday November 9th, all the first years went to see Cork
Pops in the City Hall. We left the school at 9:40 and arrived in Cork
at 10:20. We went into the City Hall and were seated towards the
back. We heard the orchestra play lots of different pieces. I really
enjoyed the music! The concert finished at 12:15. We got to go into
the shops in the city to buy lunch. We left Cork at 2:00 and arrived
back at school for 4:00. I really enjoyed the day!
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KING LEAR TRIP TO CORK

On Friday 17th of November, the 6th years packed their bags
and set off on a journey to Cork. We got on the bus at 9:00am,
all ready for the ‘Gaiety school of Acting’s take on the well known
Shakespearean play ‘King Lear’, which we coincidentally happened
to be studying for our Leaving Cert. English exam. We arrived in
Cork and had an hour of leisure to go shopping and eat. We then
proceeded to go to ‘The National Theatre School of Ireland’ to see
the production.

It was thrilling to see the play performed on stage and it gave
us a different perspective of the play. Characters and setting came
to life on stage. The question and answer part after the play was
especially informative. We got the opportunity to question the
actors on their interpretation of the characters, which was invaluable. We learned a lot from the experience and overall a brilliant
day was had by all students. We would like to thank our English
teachers for organising the trip.

MATHS WEEK

By: Grace Foley

ROMEO AND JULIET

Between the 16th and the 20th of October, Maths Week took over
the school. It was organised to bring awareness to the importance
of maths in our lives and all the benefits available from studying it.
Maths posters were placed along the halls to improve the atmosphere and a daily puzzle was given in the GP area to challenge our
brains. Lots of activities were arranged to celebrate Maths Week
and so many of the students and teachers actively got involved to
celebrate this subject.
The 1st years participated in many of the events. Some of these
included a table quiz where they were tested on their mathematical knowledge to win prizes. They also went on a scavenger hunt
around the school and found surprises in the Music room. The TY’s
also gave them riddles to solve in class. Not only that, but a poster
competition was held for Maths Week, and the winners entries are
currently on display in the GP area. Thank you to everyone who
organised events and remained rational throughout the week.

Junior Cert students visiting the Old Schoolhouse in Muckross to
see Romeo and Juliet, a Shakespearean play on their Junior Cert
English course.

Rosa Horgan.
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SCIENCE WEEK WAS LITHIUM
This year between the 13th and 17th of November we celebrated
Science Week in Milltown. Teachers and students alike strived to
make this a memorable and educational experience for the school
community. Both the 1st years and 5th years had a blast when
they set off miniature explosions, using Coca Cola and Mentos. It
looked like a lot of fun, although periodically someone got soaked
by their experiment. We also had a science quiz for the first years
on the Tuesday after Science week. They competed for a variety of
prizes by answering eight rounds of questions on famous scientists,
animals and anagrams.
Students of the secondary school weren’t the only ones to get
the opportunity to take part in science week activities. We invited
the primary school children to the school to participate in a bunch
of fun and interesting experiments. They stared in wonder at homemade lava lamps, laughed at dancing raisins and crowed excitedly
around the VanDeGraph to see their classmates’ hair stand up.
These were run by Ms.McCarthy and several volunteers from TY.
The 2nd class joined us on Monday, the 4th and 5th class donned
white lab coats on Wednesday and the 6th class took over the lab
on Friday. It was a pleasure to have them in the school, especially
because they were so well behaved and respected safety rules in
the lab. This Science Week has been a big success in the school and
we hope to enjoy many more before our school days are over.
Rosa Horgan
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Barcelona in second year and those who partook in Transition
Year even went to Lake Garda in Italy. I hope that where ever we
go in the future we will continue to have these opportunities.
The school has nurtured our individual talents. Our year has
been successful in activities ranging from football, basketball and
cross country. Teachers in the school have played an instrumental
role in the achievement of these teams and on behalf of the year

(at the time we did not think so!) but this constructive criticism has
been immensely beneficial to us.

have made many new friendships, and these relationships were

most of our educational achievements. Thank You for making our

the Leaving Certificate, our devoted teachers have helped us in

From the beginning of the Junior Certificate to now, approaching

The school building has grown over the years and so too have
we, however, the ethos and sense of community created in the old
school lives on. This is perhaps what we will miss most, being a
member of an environment saturated with a friendly and caring
atmosphere. I hope that this quality will remain with us throughout
our lives.

strengthened by the numerous school trips we were immersed in

It is time to say a final goodbye to the Leaving Certificate class
of 2017/2018. Our journey is only beginning but we will never
forget our teenage years in Milltown. In conclusion here is a quote
from a man we are all familiar with, “Parting is such sweet sorrow
that I shall say goodnight till it be morrow.” William Shakespeare.

group I would like to thank them for their support.
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6TH YEAR ADDRESS
In life it is crucial we keep moving forward so we can grow and
develop. Our instinct is to stay in a place of safety and comfort.
Presentation Secondary school was our second home for the past
five or six years, it was our place of comfort.
Our time here has not only been an intellectual experience, it

every year. We explored all parts of the country from The Young

time here worthwhile and memorable. You encouraged us when



has also enhanced our emotional and social development. We

Economist of the Year Awards in Galway to Agricultural Science

we did something right and corrected us when we were out of line

By Ellie Ferris
in Pallaskenry, County Limerick. Some of us went abroad to
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