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School Mission 
 

 

 

Our school is a Catholic school which aspires to 

the full development of all its members according 

to Christian principles as outlined in the CEIST 

Charter. Every effort is made to ensure that each 

student develops according to his/her talents 

and potential: physically, spiritually, 

emotionally, intellectually. 

~ ~ ~ ~ 

We aim to develop fully integrated people 

who are aware of their own dignity as persons, 

who have Christian values, who are reliable, 

trustworthy, 

honest, truthful, caring, prayerful, 

devoted to duty, lovers of God and 

of neighbour; people who are prepared to 

reach out to those less fortunate than themselves. 

 

4 



5  

 

 

The trustees of the school are the Presentation Sisters who, under the auspices of 

CEIST, ultimately have responsibility for the management of their schools. 

 

 

This responsibility is entrusted to the Board of Management with whom they work in 

partnership. The Board of Management is elected every three years and comprises of 

four trustee nominees, two teacher nominees & two parent nominees. All nominees 

must be ratified by the trustees (CEIST). 

 

 

The Principal acts as Secretary to the Board. 

 

 

Board of Management 2019 – 22 

 

Trustees Nominees: Ms Anne Kelleher (Chairperson) 

Ms Lorna Larkin 

Ms Steff Howard 

Mr Connor Bradley 

 

Teacher Nominees: Ms Marion Barrett 

Mr Seamus Ryan 

 

Parents Nominees: Ms Tracey Breen 

Mr Richard Walsh 

 
Secretary to the Board: Ms. Kerry Harkin (Principal) 

of Management 
 

 

 

 

 

Board of Management 
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1 Kerry Harkin  29 Turlough Bonner 

2 Sean  Costelloe  30 Michelle Fallon 

3 George Evans  31 Victoria Kennefick 

4 Marion Barrett  32 Seamus Ryan 

5 Dee Coyle  33 Karina Mulchinock 

6 Kathleen Stack  34 Caragh  O'Connor 

7 Mary  Kelly  35 Veronica O'Donnell 

8 Joan O'Brien  36 Norma O'Brien 

9 Niamh  O'Shea  37 Muireann Sheehy 

10 Mark Hanly  38 Alana O'Connor 

11 Nora Ross  39 John Curtin 

12 Maire O'Connor  40 Jane O'Shea 

13 Angela Cronin  41 Trish Corbett 

14 Ann Sealy   42 Gavan O'Grady 

15 Caroline Hayes  43 Anna Myers 

16 Curtin June  44 Lisa Kerfoot 

17 Grainne  Joy   45 Eddie Sheehy 

18 Mary  Costello  46 Niamh  Moriarty 

19 Denis Maguire  47 Patrick Crowley 

20 Michele Rogers  48 Daniel McKenna 

21 Cliodhna McCarthy   49 Eilis O'Connor 

22 Rosanne Daly  50 Brian Crowley 

23 Avril Leahy  51 Joan O'Shea 

24 Karen Curran  52 Ailish Dooley 

25 Maria Buckely  53 Michelle Nolan 

26 Irene Costello  54 Eoin Fitzgerald 

27 Fiona Quinn  55 Niamh  McMahon 

28 Kieran O'Sullivan  56  Conor Standen 

            

              
       

SNAs 

Evelyn  Twiss  

Ancillary 

Breda  O'Mahony 

Ray O'Sullivan  Liam Hurley 

O'Hanlon Aoife      

 

Teaching Staff 2021 – 2022 
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1) George Evans  AP I   Coordination of Examinations  

 

2) Marion Barrett AP I   Special Education Needs Coordination 

 

3) Dee Coyle  AP I   Year Head   

 

4) Kathleen Stack  AP I   Year Head   

 

5) Dan McKenna  API  Year Head 

 

6) Avril Leahy  API  Year Head 

 

7) Fiona Quinn  API  Year Head 

 

 

1) Mary Kelly  AP II  Coordination of Student Council and Student Leadership 

 

2) Joan O’Brien  AP II   Coordination of Student Resources   

 

3) Niamh O’Shea  AP II   Parents Association Liaison  

 

4) Nora Ross  AP II   Coordination of Health & Safety: Fire Drill, First Aid & Risk Assessments 

 

5) Maire O’Connor AP II   Coordination of Student Mentor Programme  

 

6) Angela Cronin  AP II   Coordination of ICT - Resources 

 

7) Ann Sealy  AP II   Coordination of After-School Study 

 

8) Caroline Hayes AP II   Coordination of Digital Communications & Public Relation 

 

 

Ex-Quota 

 

Mark Hanly  AP I   Programme Coordinator 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Middle Leadership and Management Team 2021-22 
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Ethos and Characteristic Spirit 

 Whole school Presentation Day and Holy Day reflections, prayer services & blessings took place 

throughout the year. Ashes were also distributed on Ash Wednesday. 

 Ceiliúradh CEIST was celebrated with a whole-school reflection 

 Student led our daily reflections during Catholic Schools Week. 

 TYs organised a bulb planting project for Presentation Week. All students and staff planted a bulb on 

the school grounds. Sr. Canisius and Brother John also joined us for Presentation day and planted a 

bulb. 

 Two former students commence planning for our Ethos Tree mural (ACE). 

 TYs sent Christmas cards and gifts to residence of Ashborough Lodge. A visit also took place. 

 Twenty students took part in the training for the Lighthouse Programme. Unfortunately, they were not 

able to attend the primary schools due to COVID restrictions.  

 Bishop Ray Browne met with a group of students as part of the Synod listening exercise to gather the 

views of young people. 

 Our 6th Year Graduation Mass took place in person for the first time since 2019. A huge thank you to 

the students, teachers, Fr. Danny & Deacon Bradley for all their work in ensuring it was a memorable 

occasion for our students and their families.  

 Students planted an Oak tree at the front of the school to complement our Nano Nagle Oak school 

crest and the spiritual, physical, and personal growth that takes place during students’ time in 

secondary school. 

 CEIST Gatherings (remote) took place throughout the year. 

 Sympathies to all the members of our school and CEIST community who lost loved one during the 

year. 

 

Student & Pastoral Care   

 Student care and wellbeing is at the heart of our ethos and mission. 

 All child safeguarding and anti-bullying procedures are reported and implemented as required. 

 Supports are made available to students through the school year, including class tutor support, school 

counsellors, quiet spaces and any additional supports available to the school. 

 Liaison continues with external agencies such as EWS, TUSLA, CAMHS, Meitheal. 

 Principal/Deputy & EWO continued to work with a number of students and their families in relation to 

attendance issues.  

 Six students on reduced timetables at their own/parental request as part of school refusal return to 

school plan. 

 

Allocations & Staffing 

 Final allocation for 2021-22 was 48.75 including CLASS Hours 

 Twelve job shares approved for 2021-22 

 CLASS Hours – DES allocated additional hours to help support students whose learning has been 

significantly affected by COVID issues – A plan was put in place in advance of commencing of these 

hours in mid-October. 

 Three newly appointed API post holders have taken up Year Head duties. 

 Acting Programme Coordinator has been appointed to take up position for the 2022-23 school year to 

cover Career Break. 

 PME/BEd students’ teaching placement were facilitated from a range of third level colleges. 

 

Learning & Teaching 

 Mike Hughes continued to work with our Learning & Teaching Core Team remotely throughout the 

year. 

 Action Verbs were our L&T focus for 2021-22 

 JCT staff development took place in the form of subject clusters and a whole school day 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Summary of 2021-22 
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COVID 19 

 Safe Provision of Schooling (SSPS) Inspection – Excellent report – Fully Compliant.  

 

Student Leadership 

 Student Council – Reviewed and discussed the Child Safeguarding Statement with the Principal and 

are now looking at the Policy to Counter Bullying Behaviour and Wellbeing & Pastoral Care Policy.  

 Student Council – No Uniform Day for Palliative Care – Attended Comhairle na Nóg via Zoom.  

 TYs – Presentation Week – Bulb planting & no-uniform day in aid of Focus Ireland. 

 Creative Cluster Project – Willow Dome is now complete. Schools involved in the project have visited 

each school to share the project and learning. 

 Student Council distributed KDYS mental health bookmarks to all students. 

 Student Council organised a support collection for Ukraine and a no-uniform day for the Irish Red 

Cross Ukraine appeal.  

 Twenty students took part in the training for the Lighthouse Programme. Unfortunately, they were not 

able to attend the primary schools due to COVID restrictions.  

 Green Schools – Investigate Woodland Project – Tree planting and woodland design programme. 

 

 

Finance 

 Annual accounts were approved for 2020-21.  Report to the school community was posted on school 

website for parents & staff (also attached). 

 COVID grant were gratefully received and allocated within DES guidelines.  

 

 

Digital Strategy & Funding  

 

 Mobile devices and trolleys for use in classrooms have been the main focus. Hugely successful. 

 

 

Building 

 Subsidence area rectified over the summer. 

 Drainage put in place outside main office. 

 Assembly (old library) floor replaced – removal of carpet. 

 PE Hall Roof – Independent review yet to take place. 

 Ongoing plumbing issues require regular repairs 

 Issues with the boiler have been resolved. Heating pipes continue to be an ongoing cost. 

 

 

Activities & Achievements 

 Congratulations to all those who received Leaving Certificate. Results were very good.  Those who 

opted to sit the exams did very well. Many thanks to staff for their dedication and commitment to all 

our students, but particularly to those in exam years.  

 Congratulations to our three former students who received entrance scholarships based on their 

exceptional LC results. 

 A significant amount of additional school sports/activities recommenced this year, including wellbeing 

trip, field trip, football, basketball, athletics, badminton, cross country, indoor rowing, 

coaching/refereeing courses, work experience, Green Flag, Lighthouse Programme – See Nuacht 

2021-22 attached. 

 



NUACHT NA TOÍRBHÍRTE
PRESENTATION SECONDARY SCHOOL MILLTOWN NEWSLETTER

Volume 1
 May 2022 Issue 18

BISHOP’S VISIT

A group of fifth and sixth year students had the fantastic opportunity this year to meet 
Bishop Ray Browne and to be part of the Synod listening sessions. Pope Francis has called 
on all members of the Catholic Church to journey together and examine what the future 
of the Church could be.
Through listening to each other and sharing our ideas about the future of the Church, 
Pope Francis believes that we can fulfil the mission given to us by Jesus. Bishop Ray spent 
time working and listening to our students’ views and their experiences of the Church.

Over the past few weeks, Ms. Myers’ TY Religion group have been working with 1st Years to decorate the 

Prayer. Room. The 1st Years wrote prayers on petals and the TY’s put them together to create flowers to 

represent each 1st Year group. The TY’s also made a Positive Quotes Wall, offering words of wisdom, to 

inspire & support students & teachers. They also decorated a wall with colourful hot air balloons helping 

with positive well-being. Pay a visit to the Prayer Room and experience the positivity for yourself…. In the 

meantime, here’s a sneak peek at their work.

Sarah Casey - CEIST Calendar Competition Winner!

A Chairde,
It is wonderful to be able to once again introduce our Nuacht publication.

COVID has resulted in the previous two school years being challenging and 
extremely restricted from an activities perspective. Although we were still faced 
with some restrictions and COVID measures for parts of the current year, our 
students were once again able to excel and engage with immense enthusiasm 
in a range of activities that had previously been curtailed. From badminton to 
business opportunities, from science awards to ski slopes, from bulb growing to 
indoor rowing; fun and learning once again took place side-by-side, as you will 
see as you turn the pages of this edition of Nuacht.

On page 2, you will find our Root Beliefs and Shared Core Values. These are 
based on the beliefs, principles and practices of daily life here in Presentation 
Milltown. Along with our desire to continually improve the daily experience of 
each member of our school community, these values and beliefs challenge us to 
regularly assess and evaluate our actions, behaviours and interactions with one 
another, to ensure that we stay true to the Gospel Values and our Catholic ethos

Nuacht allows us to review the activities and memories of the 2021-22 school 
year. In doing so we are reminded of the huge efforts our teachers and ancillary 
staff put into ensuring that education at Presentation Milltown reaches far 
beyond the classroom walls. I have no doubt that Venerable Nano Nagle and 
Blessed Edmund Rice watch with pride as we seek to live out their founding 
intentions and the key message of our school mission, whereby “every effort 

is made to ensure that each student develops according to his/her talents and 
potential.”
Thank you to all our students who continue to amaze us with their creativity, 
ingenuity and resilience. The respect, courtesy, and kindness that you show 
each other every day is truly uplifting, as is the way you represent our school 
at events and activities with such excellence and enthusiasm. Thank you to the 
parents/guardians for your continued support of school events and projects. We 
know that the past few years have been particularly challenging for parents, 
and we look forward to meeting you again in person at our parent-teacher 
meetings, information sessions, and other school events in the new
school year.
We are of course also coming into exam time and we wish our 3rd & 6th Year 
students well as they face into their Junior Certificate and Leaving Certificate 
examinations. We know you will continue to work hard and do the very best that 
you can do for each exam.
As always at this time of year planning for the new school year is well underway. 
We look forward to a relatively ‘normal’ school year for 2022-23 and we look 
forward to working with you to ensure that each of our students has a safe and 
positive environment in which to learn and grow.
On behalf of the staff and Board of Management, we wish you all a happy, safe 
and enjoyable summer.

Kerry Harkin, Principal

A HOPEFUL BEGINNING
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OOuurr  RRoooott  BBeelliieeffss  
  

† GGoodd  IIss  IInn  AAllll  WWee  DDoo  
  

† EEaacchh  OOff  UUss  IIss  UUnniiqquuee      
                                    &&  VVaalluuaabbllee  
  

† WWee  AArree  HHeerree  FFoorr            
          EEaacchh  OOtthheerr  

  

† EEvveerryy  DDaayy  IIss  AAnn  
OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  TToo  BBee    

                        OOuurr  BBeesstt  
  

† LLoovvee  &&  LLeeaarrnniinngg    
  TTrraannssffoorrmmss  UUss  

 

OOuurr  SShhaarreedd  CCoorree  VVaalluueess  
  

† LLoovvee  
† RReessppeecctt  
† PPrraayy  
† AApppprreecciiaattee  
† IInnssppiirree  
† NNuurrttuurree  

 

Our Culture Tree depicts our school as a tree in full bloom. The crown of a tree, 
its leaves and flowers, are the visible signs of the tree’s beauty and growth. This 
represents the actions and behaviours we see every day in our school that make 
it flourish and thrive.  

The trunk and branches of a tree support the crown, giving the tree its shape and 
strength. Our Shared Values under-pin our actions and behaviours, providing us 
with a shared sense of strength and identity as to our purpose as a school. 

 

Our school worked in association with University of Notre Dame as part 
of their Catholic Schools Culture Project. We used this opportunity to 
discuss and evaluate our Catholic ethos and culture; looking at how we 
can define, practice and continually deepen our shared beliefs.  

As part of the ACE School Culture Project staff and students asked 
ourselves the question, “What makes our school a Catholic school?” We 
then looked at what students and staff believe about Catholic education and 
developed a list of shared beliefs. This list was discussed at great length 
and from it we carved out our five Root Beliefs shown below. Next, we 
looked at what values stem from these Root Beliefs in order to ensure that 
we remain true to them on a daily basis. With the help of some of our 
parents we further discussed and fine-tuned our work.  

Our job each day is to ensure that, complemented by our School Mission 
and CEIST Core Values, we continue to live out our five Root Beliefs and 
Shared Values in everything we do. From morning reflections to Maths 
lessons; from our Code of Behaviour to games on the sports field.  

 

The strongest and most 
beautiful parts of the tree 
can only survive and grow 
if the roots are strong and 
healthy. Our Root Beliefs 
are the origins from which 
our values and actions stem. 
It is in nourishing our Root 
Beliefs that we will be able 
to promote the spirituality 
and growth of our school 
community. 
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A SKI TRIP TO REMEMBER

On the night of Saturday the 6th of February, at midnight, 2nd 
Years left Milltown on the way to Dublin airport. We had been 
preparing for this trip for months and now it was finally here. All 
the planning had been carefully carried out by Ms A O’Connor 
with concern towards each passport, health card, Covid certs, 
dietary requirements and here we were finally! After our arrival 
into Milan Airport, we enjoyed a 2-hour bus journey up into the 
mountains surrounding our destination Pinzolo, Hotel Olympic 
Regina.

Day one of our holiday started with an early 6:30 rise followed 
by breakfast and our first journey to the mountain base. We were 
divided into our ski school groups and started skiing. The laughs 
started here on the baby slopes with everyone falling and trying 
to get up! Each night, dinner was served at 7, and each night I was 
glad I brought my pot noodles with me! That evening we went to 
Pinzolo village where we had hot chocolate and ice cream.
Each day started out the same as before but with even more 
laughs about skiing and food. We normally skied from 9 to 11 
and 1 to 3, and had lunch from 11 to 1 at the ski resort restaurant 
which wasn’t much better than the hotel’s, but at least they had 
chips. That evening after dinner we went on a snow walk.
On the 3rd day we were much more confident on the slopes. 
Two groups of us went up 
on the red slope which was 
a little scary at first but we 
managed it. After dinner 
that evening we all went ice 
skating and had so much 
fun.

On our last day of skiing, 
Fabio, our ski instructor, 
brought us up to the peak of 
a red slope and we enjoyed 
skiing down togeth- er on our 
last day. We had great fun 
with Fabio and got a lovely 
photo with him after. That 
evening we went shopping 
and got ice cream and then 
we all went to a pizzeria.
My favourite part of the 
entire holiday was skiing 
down the slopes with my 
friends and ice skating. 
We enjoyed laughing at 
each other falling over 
the slopes and the ice.  
My least favourite part was 
the shin pain.

Looking back on the holiday, I would recommend that you bring 
some of your own food and snacks! Any age group could take up 
skiing and I would definitely recommend it!

by Orla Walsh
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INVESTIGATE WOODLANDS WORKSHOP
On Thursday 24th March, our class walked to Kilderry Wood to participate in the 
‘Investigate Woodlands Workshop’. This work- shop was organized by An Taisce/Green 
Schools and Dave Brooks was an excellent facilitator. We left school at 1.45pm and 
enjoyed a class walk on a glorious day in March. Firstly, Dave taught us about the
difference between native and non-native trees e.g. oak is native and beech is non- 
native. He showed us two wooden blocks and asked us to lift them and to identify 
which was native and non-native. The native was heavier because an oak tree takes 80 
years to mature whereas the non-native spruce takes 30 years. We then con- ducted an 
experiment with two containers. One contained a small tree sapling and the other had 
only soil. The pot with the tree held more water, meaning planting trees is an effective 
way to prevent flooding. We walked up into the forest and took part in the web of life. 
Everyone stood in a circle and we got a card with a picture and description of some 
element of nature e.g., bluebells, an insect or a small ani- mal etc. Each person had to 
make a connection with another based on what was on their card. Dave gave the first 
person, who started the web, a piece of string and that person had to make a link to 
another person’s card and the web began.
We continued this to include everyone until the web was complete. Dave told us that each element in nature is dependent on an- other. It is 
important to protect nature because if we don’t, our valuable ecosystems could fall apart. Lastly, Dave showed us how to find out the age 
of a tree, without chopping it down. He gave us measuring tapes to circle the tree and divide by a certain number depending on the type of 
tree. Unfortunately, the end of our trip came too soon. We hurried back to school and everyone was in time for their bus. The following day 
we planted an oak tree near the front entrance of the school. It was a team effort and we named the tree, Mr. Oakley. I really enjoyed both 
days and we learned so many new things. The walk to the woods and the wood itself was fantastic.  
Our class had a super time. We are so grateful to Dave Brooks for the wonderful workshop he 
delivered and to Ms. Costello for organizing the event. 

NATIONAL TREE WEEK.
We celebrated National Tree Week with two tree planting ceremonies. The 1G class planted an oak tree and Hazel Lavery in 1J 
placed a hazel tree in the ground. Every student in these classes was involved in the planting process. These trees will grow and 
thrive like each of our students in the years to come.

GEOGRAPHY FIELDTRIP
The Leaving Cert Geography Fieldtrip took place in 
September. The class investigated the processes at work in 
the Owengarriff River in Killarney National Park.

By Esther Tyther 1G
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TY CHRISTMAS CHEER
TY students created Christmas cards and delivered 
chocolates to the residents of Ashborough Lodge.

TY students took part in the I Wish Programme which 
is designed to inspire girls to pursue a career in STEM.

HOME ECONOMICS

First Years busy in the 
kitchen making pancakes.

CONCERN FAST
TY students took part in the Concern Fast & today they received 
their certs of com- pletion and a plaque was sent as a congratula-
tions for their hard work. They raised a total of €605. 
Well done all!

STEM PASSPORT
In May, 10 TY girls attended MTU in Tralee and graduated with 
a NFQ Level 6 Certificate for Stem Passport. The girls completed 
a STEM course where they attended 3 lab days and completed 
assignments to obtain the level 6 cert. MTU President, Professor 
Maggie Cusack, presented the girls with their certificates.
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AN GHAEILGE.
Seo blaiseadh den spraoi a bhí againn i mbliana sna ranganna Gaeilge. Borradh san aer is gníomh sa rang, níor cuireadh stop leis an 
bhfoghlaim ná an craic! An chéad bhliain is an dara bliain ag glacadh páirt i dTráth na gCeist SNG 2022. Maith sibh uilig. Comhghairdeas 
le Diarmuid Ó Cuirc & Helenka Ní Mhurchú ón dara bliain a bhuaigh scoláireachtaí Gaeltachta.
Buíochas le Coláistí Chorca Dhuibhne as an urraíocht. Blaiseadh den cheol traidisiúnta a bhí againn sa scoil am lóin do Sheachtain na 
Gaeilge agus píosa fuaime curtha ar Facebook. An dheas ceol a chloisteáil timpeall na scoile arís agus buíochas mór le Ms Myers & na 
ceoltóirí uilig.
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‘Níl aon tinteán mar do thinteán féin’. Tasc griangrafadóireachta do Sheachtain na Gaeilge 
bunaithe ar ‘m’Áit Chónaithe’. Photographic task for Seachtain na Gaeilge based on the title ‘ 
There is no place like home’, showcasing the beauty of mid Kerry.
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LC PE
Our 5th & 6th Year Leaving Certificate PE students experienced 
an in- spiring and educational day at Munster Technological 
University on Thursday 3rd March. They took part in engaging, 
practical workshops and lectures linked to their LCPE curriculum. 
Some sessions included: Sports Injuries, Disability in Sport, 
Biomechanics & Fitness Testing to name a few. Our students got 
an insight into the various courses available in Health & Leisure 
courses at the university and what a day at third level looks like. We 
would like to thank the staff of MTU for organising such an action 
packed day and to our wonderful students for engaging so well in 
all the activities.

CHEMISTRY
Well done to Abigail Smith receiving her €100 One4All Voucher 
from her Chemistry Teacher Ms Sealy. Abigail came 3rd in the 
Irish Science Teachers Association photography competition. The 
photography competition was based on the theme “Energy in 
Today’s World”. Abigail is a 5th year Chemistry student and she 
photographed an energy saving light bulb and  wrote a paragraph 
of less than 100 words explaining how her photograph related 
to the theme. Congratulations to Nathaniel Doncel, Orla Kelliher, 
Kate Murphy and Andy Rogers having received their certificates 
from Ms Sealy (Chemistry Teacher) for their participation in the 
Irish Chemistry Olympiad competition. This is an annual event run 
for final year students from the Republic of Ireland and Northern 
Ireland who will sit a Chemistry exam in the Leaving Certificate, 
A Level or International Baccalaureate exams in June. A special 
congratulations to Nathaniel who progressed to the final round.

FRENCH
Salutations de Lesneven en France! Greetings from Lesneven in France: Second year French 
pen pals in Lesneven in Brittany. There was great excitement on October 13th on receipt 
of our French pen pals’ initial letters from Brittany. We had written our first letter end of 
September & we awaited with bated breath for a reply.  Throughout this school year it 
was great to exchange ideas & learn about French teenagers- la jeunesse française.  We 
learned about various topics such as their hobbies & leisure pursuits, where they live, pets, 
school life, likes and dislikes, star signs and food preferences in our letters back and forth 
throughout this strange year. We exchanged letters & cards all year long and can’t wait to 
continue to write again in September 2023! Vive la France!!!  By Lara O Sullivan & Kacey 
O’Shea

 

Joyeuse fete de la Chandeleur!- Happy Pancake Day on February 2nd 2022! In our 2nd year 
French class, we celebrated the French National Crepe Day on February 2nd. As part of the 
tradition of La Chandeleur, the French celebrate the beginning of the end of winter. So, the 
circular shape and the golden color of the crepe is supposed to represent the sun, which hints 
at the brighter days of spring. Bon Appetit Joseph Horan & David Corbett! 

Our Transition Year French class didn’t let Covid and wearing a mask put a damper on our 
year as we were very busy developing new friendships with our French friends in a school from 
Lesneven in Brittany in France. All year long we exchanged letters and cards and learned more about French culture, customs & language. Some 
information about our pen pals – Jake’s pen pal Séan is 16 years, loves mountain biking and has even been to Killorglin several times. Luisne’s pen 
pal Louann has a Labrador called Nell & goes motorcycling with her dad.  Fionn & Tirna’s pen pal Suzanne loves rock & pop music & has a dog called 
Lady. Jessica's pen pal Pauline loves watching movies like Spiderman she also loves ice skating and playing in the snow. Aoibhe’s & Evelyn’s pen-pal 
Yaelle loves art, especially drawing animals and ice skating, he speaks English and Spanish and is learning Korean at the moment. Freya’s pen pal 
Sterenn has a boat and love sailing at weekends. Lily’s pen pal Violette loves watching films & enjoys reading. We can’t wait to find out more about 
our French pen pals in September!  “Merci” Ms. Cronin for establishing the link with this French school.
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TRIP TO PARIS
2nd Yr students had a whistle stop tour of Paris this month. Arriving in the early hours of the morning, we had a guided tour of 
the Stade de France followed by a guided tour of the city and dinner that evening at The Hard Rock Café. In true Parisian style, 

we ended the evening with a boat trip on the Seine to see the stunning city sights 
from the water. The following day was another early start allowing us spend as 
much time as possible in the glorious Disneyland sunshine. This was the highlight 
of the trip for many with smiles and laughter aplenty!! The last stop on the tour was 
a visit to the Musee D’Orsey which houses some of the France’s greatest works of 
art. And there was also a little time for some shopping!! Thanks to our teachers for 
organising the trip. We had an amazing time.

The 
Eiffel Tower!!
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CLONAKILTY AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE
On Wednesday 2nd March, a group of students from TY, 5th year and 6th year 
travelled from Milltown to Clonakilty for a trip and tour of the Agricultural 
College. There were information stations where the students learned all about 
farming sheep, cattle, learning about grass protection and development, safety 
on farming machines and the latest technology surrounding all aspects of the 
process of rearing and slaughtering the animals for products. We discovered 
the journey that meat takes to all parts of the world from farm to shop. There 
were plenty of animals to see from calves to lambs which the  students were 
able to hold and take pictures with. Many people posted the pictures on social 
media with the #Agriaware. 

The trip was very exciting all round. The 
students were gifted merchandise such 
as pens, caps, beanies and information 
booklets. There was so much to learn 
from the different imported products 
from other parts of the world which was 
especially relevant to our current situation 
of oncoming possibility of world war as 
quite a lot of Ire- lands imported produce comes 
from Russia. The weather was fortunate and 
provided sunny skies and a light breeze. The trip 
was educational and made for a lot of fun. It was 
a great experience for all those involved.

- By Evelyn Riordan

PRESS PASS COMPETITION
Aoibhe Horan and Jake Sparks attended the the Press Pass 
event at the Aviva Dublin this month. Both achieving 2nd place 
in their chosen category; Aoibhe in  the Sports Category, Jake in 
the photojournalism category. Press Pass is a News Literacy and 
Student Journalism programme run by NewsBrands Ireland, the 
representative body for
Ireland’s national newspapers, print and online. The initiative 
was launched in 2012 and developed in consultation with the 
Department of Education .To date, over 100,000 Transition Year 
students around the country have taken part in the initiative.

BT YOUNG SCIENTIST
Luisne Corcoran and Aoibhe Horan entered the intermediate 
Behavioural Science category with a project entitled: “Any 
news”! The duo surveyed by questionnaire and interview over 
400 teenagers to find out the engagement (if any) of this cohort 
with current affairs attempting to find out from where teenagers 
receive their information on current affairs. The students were 
delighted that their project was chosen for the final online 
exhibition and interview process.
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BOYS’ FOOTBALL
1ST YEARS:
This group had an excellent year.  Tuesday training with GDA P.J. 
Reidy and Roan Moriarty from UL with Mr. O’Sullivan, Mr. Brian 
Crowley and Mr. Fitzgerald was well attended.  Challenge games 
began in October against ISK.  We had further challenge games 
against St. Brendan’s Killarney and Kenmare.  Our first Kerry 
league game was against Mounthawk in which we had a very 
good win.  
The Kerry 1st year league began in March and we had a great 
win over Dingle scoring 4-21 in the process.  Despite a below par 
performance against ISK we qualified for the semi-final against 
CBS the Green.  This was a great game between two very good 
teams.  We delivered a very good performance but came up short 
on a scoreline of 2-10 to 1-6.  To finish the year Ryan Costello, 
Brian Mangan and Kevin Coffey were the winners of our 1st year 
skills competition and represented the school in the county final 
in which they placed an excellent 4th place.  This group made 
great strides during the year and we look forward to seeing ye 
next year at Under 15.  
UNDER 15: 
Played in the Munster B competition and were unlucky to end 
their run early with an exit against Causeway in a tight match 
in Milltown early in the competition.  The Kerry competition, the 
Brendan O’Shea Cup, was held after Christmas and a narrow 
defeat to Kenmare was followed by another narrow semi-final 
defeat to Colaiste na Sceilige.  Attendance at training was 
excellent throughout the year and this group as a whole have a 
bright future.   A number of 1st years gained valuable experience 
with this squad and it would be hoped that this young squad 
would compete very favourably in the next school year.  Mr. 
Bonner and Mr. Ryan looked after this team.  
UNDER 16.5:
This team began their year’s football with a cracking challenge 
game v Mounthawk in Milltown in September with a point 
separating the sides at the finish…a portent of the year to come.
Defending the Dunloe Cup (Kerry A competition) we were pitted 
against ISK in the Quarter-final.  This was played at Cloon and 
finished level at full-time, thanks to James Clifford’s late goal.  We 
overcame our neighbours by 2 points in extra-time.  The Semi-
final was against Pobalscoil Corca Dhuibhne in Tralee on Nov 
10th…another humdinger.  We got over the line in this game by 
2 points on a scoreline of 2-10 to 1-11.  Our lads were making a 
name for themselves as a group who fought to the bitter end 
and they would need all of these qualities in the final against 
an all-conquering Mounthawk team on Nov 26th in Killarney.  A 
strong wind made the game a lottery and playing into the gale 
we were 6 points down at half-time.  Despite fighting hard we 
never bridged the gap and a rebounded penalty goal put paid 
to our chances.  We finished up chasing goals to save the game 
and lost by 2-13 to 1-8.  This was Mercy Mounthawk’s first win in 
this competition and they went on to win the Munster Frewen 
cup also. 
We played St. Brendan’s and Ballybunion in challenge games in 
early Spring and faced off against Causeway in the Munster 1st 
round.  We won this game rather easily.  Rathmore provided the 

opposition in the quarter-final.  Our battling qualities were again 
on display when we overturned a 3 point deficit late on to win by 
2 points.  
The Munster semi-final and final were scheduled to take place 
in Bishopstown in Cork on April 29th.. (The semis and final on 
the same day, with 1 team playing at home and Pres. Milltown 
travelling for 2 hours in a bus to the venue… Figure that out if 
you can!).     We overcame Coachford from Cork by 1-8 to 1-6 to 
qualify to play the hosts in the final.  The stars aligned to send us 
home empty-handed as we were beaten 2-11 to 3-7.   Frustration, 
fatigue and cramp were our companions long after the final 
whistle.  
We may not have reached the destination we were hoping for but 
we were mighty close.  Our boys were a credit to Pres. Milltown in 
the way they represented the school.  They trained whenever and 
wherever they were asked and always in huge numbers.  It was an 
honour to sail on the same ship as ‘ye boys.   It was one fantastic 
voyage and Gold was oh so close to hand!  This time memories 
be the treasure…. The medals await for another day.  So proud of 
ye lads!!
- Mr. D. McKenna and Mr. E. Fitzgerald.

The Senior footballers had a tough season in 2021/22. 
After the promising start of a great victory against 
Pobalscoil Inbhear Scéine in Fitzgerald Stadium on a score 
line of 3-13 to 2-13 the first day out, our voyage through 
the Moynihan cup competition came to an end in the 
second round. Here we faced Castleisland and after a tight 
contest they prevailed in the end on a score line of 2-14 to 
2-9. We were out once again in the Munster Post Primary 
Schools B competition where we were given a tough 
assignment away against a strong Bishopstown CBS team. 
Despite getting off to a great start and going up early on 
through early goals, we did not manage to see the game 
out. Bishopstown prevailed on a score line of 3-14 to 4-6. 
A disappointing end to the year early on, but our lads gave 
everything in the Presentation Secondary School Milltown 
jersey. 

SENIOR FOOTBALL



12 13

STUDENTS 2022

FIR
ST

 YE
AR

TR
AN

SIT
ION

 YE
AR

SE
CO

ND
 YE

AR

FIF
TH

 YE
AR

TH
IRD

 YE
AR



14

On a bright and sunny May day, students took part in the South Munster Athletics Competition in Cork. 

Congratulations to Ryan Carey (2nd Yr) gold medallist in the junior 800m; Róisín Daly (1st Yr) silver medallist 

in the 100m sprint; bronze medallist Kate Costello (2nd Yr) in the 200m & Sam Griffin (5th Yr) silver in the 

senior high jump with bronze in the long jump.  Ryan & Sam qualified for the Munster Athletics Finals in 

Templemore on May 21st where Ryan won gold in the Junior 800 metres and Sam won bronze in the senior 

high jump. Both students now go on to compete in the Schools All-Ireland Finals. Róisín also qualified 

to compete in the Munster Finals but was double booked with a 

prior engagement with Kerry in the U14 All-Ireland football final 

against Cork which Kerry won in an extremely exciting nail-biting 

ending. Earlier this year, Sam Griffin & Kevin O Callaghan (5th Yr) 

both took home medals when they represented Killarney Valley AC in 

the U19 Munster Athletics Indoor Championships earlier this year. Kevin claimed the bronze 

medal in Shot Putt, throwing the 6kg shot 8.82 metres.  Sam won gold in the high jump & silver 

in the long jump with a personal best jump of 6.32 meters.  Congratulations also to Thomas 

Rohan (1R) who won gold in the u15 200m and silver in the 100m at the Kerry Athletics County 

Championships recently. Well done to all athletes who took part in competitions this year and 

best of luck in your training & future competitions.

ATHLETICS

Overall, it was a very successful year for our three teams 

this year. Our 1st Year Girls won the  ‘A’ Pepetual Cup.

After topping their group which included Mounthawk, 

Pres Killarney, ISK, Rathmore

and Colaiste na Sceilge, our first year team qualified for 

the 1st year A final vs Mounthawk. The final was played 

in tough conditions in Listry GAA pitch. Mounthawk started strong and with the aid of the breeze and lead by 3-6 

to 2-2 at half time.

Our 1st year girls showed great heart and skill to get back into the game in the second half but still trailed by 2 

points with less then five minutes remaining but playing as a team as they did all year our girls finished the game 

in dramatic style with two late goals to win on a scoreline of 4-7 to 7-3. Our Junior Girls had a busy year with 

two competitions. In the Munster Competition, the Girls had great wins over Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne and 

Kenmare but were unlucky to lose out to Skibbereen in the Quarter Final. In the County Competition, our Girls 

excelled and reach the Shield Final, narrowly losing out to our neighbours ISK. 

Our Senior girls also played in the County and Munster Competition. In the County competition, the Girls 

had games against ISK and Coláiste na Sceilge. Our Seniors travelled to Spanish Point as part of the Munster 

competition and were narrowly defeated on a score line of 2:13 to 3:9. 

Thanks to all the girls for their commitment this year and to our coaches for all their hard work. 
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BADMINTON
The Munster Schools Badminton Competition was held at the University of Limerick. Well done to both the 
U14 & U16 Boys Badminton Team. They had a early start, a great day, some very close matches & the U14 
came 2nd & the U16 came 3rd.

Kerry Schools Badminton Competition took place in the Killarney Leisure Centre. We had 3 boys teams & 3 
girls teams that took part in the U14/U16/U19 age categories. All did really well & had a great day out! We 
won the U14 & U16 boys (qualifying for The Munster Champs in March), a silver in the U14 girls & a bronze in 
the U19 girls. Congratulations to all involved.

SWIM & GYM
Once a week our TY ‘s took part in ‘Swim & 
Gym’ at the Killarney Leisure Centre.

LGFA 
COACHING COURSE

Our senior girls had a fun and produc-
tive day as they completed their LGFA 
coaching and refereeing courses. It’s great 
to see so many natural leaders among our 
young people.
#thefutureisbright. Many thanks to course 
tutor Gearóid Balfry, Munster Ladies 
Games Development Officer, for making it 
such an engaging and enjoyable day

ROWING

Our rowing team who took part in the 
UL Indoor Rowing Competition where 
3rd year girls competed in a 2000m 
relay and finished in 3rd place. Well done 
to Hannah O’ Sullivan, Chloe O’Sullivan, 
Ava-Isabelle O’Sullivan, Molly McCarthy 
and Holly Heffernan, Grace O’Sullivan, 
Abbie O’Reilly, Fia Whelan Ava Houlihan 
and Eimear Coffey.

BASKETBALL

On the basketball front in February, 
well done to our 1st and 2nd Year Girls 
Basketball teams who played Pobalscoil 
Inbhear Scéine, Kenmare. 1st Years 
had a great win 30-17. 2nd Years were 
extremely unlucky to lose on a scoreline 
of 27-24. Beidh lá eile agaibh!
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JINGLE BELL RUN 2021
On the 10th of December, the Jingle Bell Run took place at our school. It is a 5k Charity Run. Students can run, 

jog or walk the course. The route starts at the school and goes around Mass Rock and back. Every student got 

a sponsorship card assigned to them. All students had to raise a minimum of €5 or give a donation of €5. The 

top fundraisers in the school were put into a draw for an Apple iPad. Those interested in running the course 

competitively were asked to register their name prior to the event. Medals were awarded for the top 3 finishers 

in both Junior and Senior Cycle.

There was also prizes awarded to students for the best Christmas costume. Everyone made a great effort in 

dressing up and there was a festive spirit throughout the school. Transition Years dressed up as the Nativity and 

won the best dressed class and Ms C O’ Conner won the best dressed teacher.

Many thanks to  Lee Strand who sponsored the milk  for the hot chocolate! And to Brendan & Maureen from St 

Vincent de Paul who called in to collect our donation of €1,500 from our Christmas Jumper/Jingle Bell Fundraiser.

- By Fionn Noctor and Ella Griffin.
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ART
It has been a very productive year in the art room. Students steadily developed their artistic and creative skills. Using various media, 
and in reaction to contemporary social issues, they created single colour prints in the style of Irish Muralist & Social Activist Joe Caslin. 
Students completed multi colour screen prints self-portraits in the style of Andy Warhol. The 5th Year Painting Project required students 
to work with primary sources -their shoes- and then developed ideas and completed large paintings in a variety of styles and media. 
Students also focused on Life Drawing skills using mirrors.  They completed a range of exercises and research to produce work in a variety 
of media eg colouring pencil, charcoal, biro, and pencil resulting in abstract Picasso Style portraits and 3D Clay work. A selection of 
students’ artwork was exhibited during the school year, most recently, on Graduation Night, where a delighted school community was 
treated to a rich visual display of students’ creative responses that showcased their amazing talent. Congratulations to Sarah Casey 
(3rd Yr) whose work featured in the CEIST Art Calendar 2022. Artwork by Sarah and Rhys Murphy (1st Yr) also featured in the Astellas 
Calendar 2022 & work by Justyna Przyborska (6th Yr) was Highly Commended in Texaco Art Competition. The clearing and cleaning 
process has now begun in the art room, getting the space ready for art students in September. Best of luck to all students undertaking 
exams in June and in particular 6th year students who are hoping to get into art college later this year. 
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We were all excited the morning Mr O’Sullivan called us down 
to the GP area. We sprinted as fast as we could down the 
stairs. After waiting a while, all of us boarded the bus. It had 
red seats, tables, overhead storage and air freshener. The 
teachers called the roll and off we went.
We got to Eclipse after 2 and a half hours of driving. The boys 
and girls went to sepa- rate changing rooms. The changing 
rooms were very dark but thankfully somebody found a light 
switch. After we had all changed into our clothes we got out 
and they started explaining the first game to us.
They thought us how to use a compass and we began 
orienteering. We had to follow the coordi- nates to each pole 
which had laminated sheets on it. These sheets gave us a 
letter, a riddle, and the next coordinates which we needed. 
We had to jump over rivers, run through muck, doing all this 

while it was raining. After that we got a quick 
snack with water and went off to do more games. 
We moved onto a rope game, we had to hold onto 
a huge rope and swing across the wa- ter over to 
the other side. I made it across but others not so 
much.
We moved onto a hill, here we ram down the hill
with slippery mud everywhere, we then ran 
through muck that was up to our stomachs. For 
the finish of this activity we went up the side of 

the hill again with tyres and tall poles we had to jump over 
and go under. All of us were covered in dirt.
To end off the day, all the groups got mixed, we went to an 
actual bog that was up to our shoulders and had to get out as 
fast as we could. The boys were swimming in the bog whilst 
the girls were racing to get to the showers. After everyone 
was done      we got to the changing rooms and went back to 
school.

- By Seodhla Flynn

1ST YR TRIP TO ECLIPSE

On Monday the 13th of September, our T.Y. class went on a class bonding trip to Eclipse in Kenmare. Situated just outside Kenmare 
town, Eclipse is an adventure centre that hosts a range of outdoor activities ideal for 
team building and bond- ing. We left the school at 8:45 in the morning and drove by 
bus to Kenmare. The journey took roughly an hour and a half but by the time we got 
there we were buzzing with excitement. Activities included a tyre obstacle course, a 
rope swing, hang tough and a balance beam. Although they were challenging, every- 
one managed to complete the activities with the help and encouragement of their 
fellow teammates through a trail of deep, thick, muddy water while going through 
tunnels I would one hundred percent recommend Eclipse to others. I recommend 
bringing body wash for the showers and a warm jumper for after- wards!

- By Luisne Corcoran

TY TRIP TO ECLIPSE



19

In September, the Transition Year class along with Ms Kerfoot and Ms Costello went to 
climb Strickeen mountain. Strickeen is one of the McGillycuddy Reeks and is situated 
in the Gap of Dunloe. It is 440 metres tall and it is a 7.5k trip up and down from Kate 
Kearney’s cottage. The weather was warm and dry as we began our walk up the moun-
tain. The path quickly became steep and the pace of the group slowed down. Some of 
us were faster than others so we stopped regularly to look at the beautiful views, have 
a drink and give other people a chance to catch up. There was lots of chatting going 
on as everyone got to know each other a bit better. I would recommend Strickeen to 
anyone looking for a mountain to climb as there is a very clear path and it is one of the 
smaller McGillycuddy reeks. It is also very suitable for families with children and there 
are some beautiful views.

- By Aoibhe Horan

TY TRIP TO STRICKEEN

KILLALOE OUTDOOR CENTRE KILLOCLOHANE PORTAL 
TOMB 5TH YEAR ART

TY WALK
TY students were out & about today walking the Old Kenmare Road 
from Kenmare to Torc Waterfall. Including a few short breaks, they 
covered 15km in 4 hours 45 minutes

TY’s also attended Killaloe UL Outdoor 
Adventure Centre in May 5th Year Art students & Ms O Connor got to 

experience and appreciate the sheer effort and 
belief system involved in building this ancient 
stone burial tomb. Dating back to 30000bc and 
the earliest evidence 
we have of Neolithic 
farming communi-
ties in this area. 
Many thanks to 
Mr.Kenneth O'Neill 
for granting us 
permission to visit 
the site.
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DÁIL NA N-ÓG
  In March 2022 I was given the opportunity with a few other 
members of Kerry Comhairle na nÓg to attend Dail na Nog in 
Dublin. We got on a bus at 5 o’clock in the morning and around 
5 hours later we arrived at the at the Dublin Convention Centre 
where we met other Comhairle members from all over Ireland. 
We met and took a picture with Roderic O’Gorman the Minister 
for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. The 
theme for this year was Equality, Disability and Youth and we 
took part in some really interesting workshops to discuss and 
to learn more about the topic. We sat down at tables with 
Comhairle na Nog members from all over Ireland and had to 
vote on one of three topics for the government to work on in 
the coming year. 

The topics were:

• Addressing inequality issues and barriers to education. 

• Addressing gender equality. 

• A more inclusive relationship and sexual education. 

The third one was proposed and voted for.  It was a wonderful experience to meet other Comhairle members from all over Ireland and 

share opinions and ideas. A great day was had by all.
- Joseph Horan 2K

STUDENT COUNCIL
The Student Council 2021-2022 had a busy year. In 
addition to normal Student Council business, we raised 
€1040 for Palliative Care through our non-uniform day 
last October. Our Halloween themed Six Word Story 
competition was a great success. We would like to thank 
Mr. Ray O’Sullivan for his dramatization of the winning 
stories at the prize giving. Seven members of the Student 
Council attended the Kerry Comhairle na n-Óg AGM last 
November. Two members Joseph Horan 2K and Maria 
O’Sullivan 5R, joined Comhairle na n-Óg for the year 
and were selected to attend Dáil na n-Óg in Dublin in 
March. The Student Council assisted Miss Curtin with the 
Ukrainian Appeal Week at the end of February. We later 
held a non-uniform day in aid of Ukraine which raised 
over €1000. 

A big thank you to all who supported our fundraising 
efforts

UKRAINE APPEAL
The Ukraine collection run by the Student Council in March 
galvanised the whole school community into action. The 
donations totally exceeded our expectations as people’s 
generosity and kindness continued to arrive by the box load. 
Special thanks to the Student Council, our TYs and the staff 
who delivered items to the various collection centres around 
the county. 
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ENGINEERS WEEK
To celebrate Engineers Week in March, we went on a school tour to the Liebherr factory 
in Killarney. Twenty students from the 5th and 6th Year Physics classes travelled on a bus 
to and from the facility with two teachers - Ms McCarthy (Physics) and Ms Stack (Career 
Guidance). On arriving at Liebherr we were given high-vis jackets and safety goggles to 
ensure our safety throughout the visit. First, we were taken to a meeting room in which 
an automation engineer spoke with us about the history of Liebherr and what his 
job entails. We also learned about 
how several types  of cranes  were 
built and about the science behind 

them. Then some more employees 
spoke about the scholarships and apprenticeships that Liebherr offers to graduating 

students. After this, the employees brought us to see the warehouses  where parts 
of cranes are made. We were amazed by the size of the warehouses and the cranes 
they were building. We saw lots of different warehouses and an employee talked us 
through each section. There were many different workstations to see, including workshops where 
they custom make small parts, special stations where they operate the cranes by remote control, warehouses where all the parts are 
welded and assembled, and others where electricians wire the cranes. We also got to see some of the technical labs as a bonus at the 
end of the tour. To finish our trip, we were given goodie bags with information about engineering at Liebherr. I enjoyed the trip and I 
think everyone else did too.

- By: Jamie Ladden (5th Year) 

I joined Miss McCarthy's Science club last October in our school. I'm a first-year student and I was a 
little apprehensive at first, but I was pleasantly surprised with the exciting, fun experiments which 
we took part in every Friday lunchtime in science lab 1. My fellow first-year students and I got the 
opportunity to try out experiments such as: coke and mentos explosions, 
rockets, lava lamps, elephant toothpaste, and much more!
We are all very thankful to have had the incredible opportunity to educate 
ourselves in the field of science through these fun chemical reactions. Thanks 
to Miss McCarthy and Miss McMahon for making our Friday lunchtime so 
much fun.

- By Holly Heffernan (1J)

SCIENCE CLUB

TY students who ran "Give 
your home a bulb on Pres 
day" project raised €1020 
for Focus Ireland.
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The Ghosts from The Night Before

The sun rises as do the ghosts from the night before. 

The stench from the fields begins to linger almost potent as gas itself. 

The occasional crack from the other side of the lines is our wakeup call, 

reminder that we are not out here alone, we clean the rats and bits of 

men from our jackets, the sound of howitzers backed up with tired five–

nines in the distance rattle the men. 

In our position the only thing worse than death is living. 

We get gassed like gluttonous rats in a gutter, 

as the weakest link drowns with no water to be seen. 

For us it is only a matter of where and when, 

we only hope it will be swift for everyone’s sake as we do not have much 

to give but our lives.

We don’t hate the enemy just the ones who took our homes, 

living to this philosophy doesn’t always help, 

we don’t get to choose who we kill only how we do it. 

From the other side of the front, we hear a faint whistle and with that, the 

sound of tank and machine gun fire. The men fumble and stumble to get 

on their feet, they man the nests and begin firing at any moving being.

Through the fog and smoke the faces of boys and men mixed together 

are spread across the field most lifeless, others squirming and crying out in pain. 

We offer them mercy but not what they imagine. 

We dig up lifeless bodies some of which are friends, hoping they died in one piece, 

yet the mud is oozing with liquid, like jam oozing from a doughnut, the ones our majors eat.

As we begin to pack, a new battalion of kids to take 

our position, we pass them, some get sick, others cry 

when they see our wagon dripping and squelching with every 

bump. May God have mercy on the ghosts from the night before. 

- By: Richard Walsh
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ART
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6TH YEAR ADDRESS
“Stop worrying about the potholes in the road and celebrate 
the journey”

Sitting here, during our final experiences of secondary school, it is 
hard not to reminisce on the five or six years we have spent here 
in Milltown. Plunging into the sea of blue jumpers in first year, 
nearly drowning with the weight of our overly packed schoolbags, 
we were totally oblivious to the significance of this journey that 
we were embarking on. Despite the bumps in the road, we have 
reached the bittersweet end of this memorable, extraordinary, 
and unimaginable journey. 
Undoubtedly, walking in through those large gates was daunting 
at first and it was hard to adjust to hectic timetables and locker 
codes, but we soon adapted and embraced this change from the 
comfort of primary school to the independence of secondary 
school. First year and second year came with an itinerary of 
trips and activities. From Dingle to Paris, from Kenmare to Italy, 

from Dublin to Barcelona there were very few places we didn’t 
experience! We trooped across the country to plays, football 
matches and concerts, capturing memories at every destination. 
We all thought that secondary school was a doddle!
But then came third year and our bags were weighed down by 
exam papers and study plans. ‘Study’- a cvoncept we never really 
understood or experienced until now. With pre-exams and CBA’s 
completed, we were now preparing vigorously for our music, home 
economics and woodwork practicals. And then, in the middle of 
baking what would have been our dishes for the practical exams, 
we received a notification. Lockdown! Teachers frantically rushed 
from room to room handing out 2 weeks’ worth of work thinking 
that we would all cluster back into school on the 29th of March, 
little did we know that we would experience endless weeks of 
classes and dreaded break out rooms!
Looking back on it now, online learning brought us some core 
memories. Between technical difficulties for teachers and students, 
us students adding amusing backdrops of fields and beaches to 
our image during classes and failed attempts at watching movies 

at the same time, there was lots to smile and laugh about behind 
the laptop screen. Of course, the masks, sanitising, lack of social 
interaction and staggered timetables was difficult, but it has 
made us more resilient, and we learnt to appreciate the times we 
spent in class with our peers. 
We are now at the finale of our time in secondary school and soon 
we will no longer battle with timetables and school bells. We won’t 
hear the famous words “please take your jacket off” from teachers! 
This is an exciting time in our lives, but we must not get lost in this 
electrifying moment. Often, we can think too much about what 
the future holds and forget to cherish and benefit from the past. 
Obviously, the leaving cert exams are scary and time consuming, 
but if we learnt anything from our secondary school experience it 
is that we are resilient and shouldn’t let these exams take control 
of us on our final days in this school. Reflect on your time spent 
here and use your experiences of Presentation Secondary School 
Milltown to excel in the future.

- By Sarah Leane.
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